
SAMPOL211 READING LIST PER SESSION Version: 9 January 2017

(* = available at http://litteraturkiosken.uib.no/)

Part I:   History of the Middle East and Islamism 

Session 1: The emergence of the Modern Middle East - until 1980s. 

 Selvik, Kjetil. Stability and Change in the Modern Middle East. London: I.B. Tauris, 

2011, Chapter 2, 3 

Optional 

 Owen, Roger. State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East. 

3rd ed. Routledge, 2004, Chapter 1, 2

Session 2: The emergence of the Modern Middle East – after 1980. 

 Selvik, Kjetil. Stability and Change in the Modern Middle East  . London: I.B. Tauris, 

2011, Chapter 5, 6

Session 3: The emergence of Islamism - until 1980s. 

 * Owen, Roger. State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East. 

3rd ed. Routledge, 2004, Chapter 9

 * al-Banna. “Toward the Light” In Euben, Roxanne Leslie, and Muhammad Qasim 

Zaman, eds. Princeton Readings in Islamist Thought: Texts and Contexts from Al-

Banna to Bin Laden. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press, 2009, pp 71-78

 * Qutb, Sayed. Milestones. Islamic Book Service, 2006, chapter 3. 

Optional

 Mitchell, Richard P. The Society of the Muslim Brothers. Middle Eastern 

Monographs 9. London: Oxford University Press, 1969.  

 Jamal al-Din al-Afghani. “Lecture on Teaching an Learning.” In An Islamic Response 

to Imperialism: Political and Religious Writings of Sayyid Jamāl Ad-Dīn “Al-Afghānī,” 

translated by Keddie, Nikki, University of California Press, 1882, pp.101–9.

Session 4: The emergence of Islamism – after 1980. 

 W.R.R. 2006. Dynamism in Islamic activism: reference points for democratization 

and human rights. Amsterdam University Press, Chapter 3: pp. 57-92. 

Optional
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 Roy, Olivier. 2006. Globalized Islam: The Search for a New Ummah. Columbia 

University Press. Chapter 1: Introduction. 

 Lewis, Bernard. 2003. The Crisis of Islam: Holy War and Unholy Terror. Random 

House Publishing Group. Introduction. 

 Esposito, John L., and Francois Burgat. 2003. Modernizing Islam: Religion in the 

Public Sphere in the Middle East and Europe. Rutgers University Press. Introduction.

Part II:   The Political Sociology of Contentious Politics and Social Movements

Session 5: Social Movement Studies 101.

 Tarrow, Sidney G. 1998. Power in Movement : Social Movements and Contentious  

Politics  . Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp 1-7.

 * Kriesi, Hanspeter. “Political Context and Opportunity.” In The Blackwell 

Companion to Social Movements, edited by D. A Snow, Sarah A. Soule, and 

Hanspeter Kriesi, 67–90. Blackwell Publishing, 2004

 Leenders, Reinoud, and Steven Heydemann. “Popular Mobilization in Syria: 

Opportunity and Threat, and the Social Networks of the Early Risers  .” 

Mediterranean Politics 17, no. 2 (2012): 139–59.

Optional

 Tarrow, Sidney G., Charles Tilly, and Doug McAdam. Dynamics of Contention. 

Cambridge University Press, 2001.

 Porta, Donatella Della, and Mario Diani.   Social Movements: An Introduction  . 

Blackwell Publishing, 2006, pp 1-29.

 Fligstein, Neil, and Doug McAdam. A Theory of Fields. Oxford University Press, 

USA, 2012.

Session 6: Social Movement Studies 102. 

 Wiktorowicz, Quintan. Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Approach. Bloomington,

Indiana: Indiana university Press, 2004, pp. 1-19

 Benford, Robert D., and David A. Snow. 2000. “Framing Processes and Social 

Movements: An Overview and Assessment.” Annual Review of Sociology 26 (1): 

611–639.

Optional

 Beinin, Joel, and Frederic Vairel. Social Movements, Mobilization, and  Contestation 
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in the Middle East and North Africa   . Stanford University Press, 2011, Chapter 9. 

 Bayat, Asef. Life as Politics: How Ordinary People Change the Middle East. 

Stanford University Press, 2009, chapter 1, 2. 

 Kurzman, Charles. “Structural Opportunity and Perceived Opportunity in Social-

Movement Theory: The Iranian Revolution of 1979.” American Sociological Review 

61, no. 1 (February 1996): 153–70.

Session 7:  Advances in Social Movement Studies

 * McAdam, Doug, and Sidney G. Tarrow. “Dynamics of Contention Ten Years On.” 

Mobilization: An International Quarterly 16, no. 1 (2011)

 Jasper, James M. 2004. “A Strategic Approach to Collective Action: Looking for 

Agency in Social-Movement Choices.” Mobilization: An International Quarterly 9 (1):

1–16.

 Meijer, Roel. “Taking the Islamist Movement Seriously: Social Movement Theory 

and the Islamist Movement.” International Review of Social History 50, no. 2 (July 

2005): 279–91. 

Optional

 Hafez, Mohammed M. Why Muslims Rebel: Repression And Resistance In The Islamic 

World. Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2003.

 Wiktorowicz, Quintan. Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Approach. Bloomington,

Indiana: Indiana university Press, 2004. 

 Clark, Janine. Islam, Charity, and Activism: Middle Class Networks and Social 

Welfare in Egypt, Jordan and Yemen. Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2004.

 Tuğal, Cihan. “Transforming Everyday Life: Islamism and Social Movement Theory.”

Theory and Society 38, no. 5 (2009): 423–58.

Part III: Critical Application: Case Studies

Session 8: Hizbullah. 

 Harb, Mona, and Reinoud Leenders. “Know Thy Enemy: Hizbullah, ‘Terrorism’ and 

the Politics of Perception.” Third World Quarterly 26, no. 1 (February 2005): 173–

97. 

 Alagha, Joseph Elie. Hizbullah’s Documents : From the 1985 Open Letter to the  

2009 Manifesto. Amsterdam University Press, 2010, pp. 39-55 and pp. 60-62
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 Imam Khomeini. Governance of the Jurist (Velayat-E Faqeeh)  . The Institute for 

Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini’s Works, Undated, pp. 3-17. 

Optional

 Khomeini, Imam. Islam and Revolution: Writings and Declarations of Imam Khomeini.

Translated by Hamid Algar. Berkeley, Calif.: Mizan Press, 1981. 

 Karagiannis, Emmanuel. “Hizballah as a Social Movement Organization: A Framing 

Approach.” Mediterranean Politics 14, no. 3 (November 1, 2009): 365–83.

 Abdulala Maududi. The Islamic Law and Its Constitution. Translated by Khursid 

Ahmad. Lahore: Islamic Publications, 1983. Chapter 1. 

Session 9:  Hizb al-Tahrir

 Karagiannis, Emmanuel. “Political Islam and Social Movement Theory: The Case of 

Hizb Ut-Tahrir in Kyrgyzstan.” Religion, State and Society 33, no. 2 (June 1, 2005): 

137–50. 

 Taqiuddin an-Nabahani (Hizb al-Tahrir). The System of Islam (English Translation). 

Al-Khilafah Publications, 2002, pp. 87-93 and (skim) pp. 115-165.

 Hizb al-Tahrir. Structuring of a Party  . London, UK: al-Khilafa Publications, n.d., pp. 

3-24. 

Optional

 Taqiuddin an-Nabahani (Hizb al-Tahrir). The System of Islam (English Translation). 

Al-Khilafah Publications, 2002.

 Hizb al-Tahrir. Structuring of a Party. London, UK: al-Khilafa Publications, n.d.

 Some extra statements from Hizb al-Tahrir regarding the Islamic uprising: 

 Hizb ut Tahrir. “A Warm Call to Our People in Syria, to Its ‘Ulema, the People

in Authority, and to the Whole Islamic Ummah,” March 15, 2012. 

http://www.hizb-ut-tahrir.org/index.php/EN/wshow/1243.

 Hizb ut-Tahrir. “The Heart of the Abode of Islam Is Al-Sham…its Covenant Is 

but Rule by Islam,” March 28, 2012. http://www.hizb-ut-

tahrir.org/index.php/EN/wshow/1260.

Session 10: Wahabism versus Salafism (21.03.2017) 

Guest lecture Knut Vikor. 

 Lacroix, Stéphane. 2009. “Between Revolutionaries and Apoliticism: Nasir Al-Din 

4

https://miside.uib.no/dotlrn/classes/det-samfunnsvitenskapelige-fakultet/sampol211/sampol211-2016v/file-storage/download/144003288/(Lacroix)_Between_Revolution_and_Apoliticism.pdf
http://vedlegg.uib.no/?id=f211004245c715ddc311d92a14928050
http://vedlegg.uib.no/?id=4a9d78ed646343d5cfb2a9b3b5753edf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09637490500118638
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09637490500118638
http://www.iranchamber.com/history/rkhomeini/books/velayat_faqeeh.pdf


Al-Albani and His Impact on the Shaping of Contemporary Salafism.” In Global 

Salafism: Islam’s New Religious Movement, edited by Roel Meijer, 58–80. Columbia 

University Press.

Optional

 Al-Rasheed, Madawi. 2006. Contesting the Saudi State: Islamic Voices from a New 

Generation. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 9

 Lacroix, Stéphane. 2011. Awakening Islam: Religious Dissent in Contemporary Saudi 

Arabia. Translated by George Holoch. Harvard University Press. 

Session 11: The Muslim Brotherhood  

 * Rosefsky Wickham, Carrie. Mobilizing Islam: Religion, Activism and Political 

Change in Egypt. Columbia University Press, 2002, pp. 1-18 and pp. 204-213.

 The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood. Assorted Statements Egyptian Muslim 

Brotherhood (2012-2015). 2012-15.

 The Syrian Muslim Brotherhood. Brief: A Political Project for the Future Syria, 2004. 

pp 5-7.   

Optional

 The Syrian Muslim Brotherhood et al. (1980) The Ideology and Program of the 

Syrian Islamic Front. in abd-Allah, Umar. The Islamic Struggle in Syria. Mizan Press, 

1982.

 Lefevre, Raphael. Ashes of Hama: The Muslim Brotherhood in Syria. An Oxford 

University Press Publication, 2013.

Session 12: Al-Qaeda & the Islamic State.  

 Bunzel, Cole. “From Paper State to Caliphate: The Ideology of the Islamic State.” 

The Brookings Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World, 2015. 

 al-Maqdisi Bayan hal al-Dawla al-Islamiya fi al-Iraq wa al-Sham wa al-Muwaqif al-

Wajib tijaha (Statement regarding the situation of the Islamic State in Iraq and 

Sham) 2014. pp.12, 27-38. 

 Abu Jarir ash-Shamali. “Al-Qaidah of Waziristan - A Testimony from Within.” Dabiq,

no. 6 (August 19, 2014):  pp. 39-55.

 Anonymous. “Irja’ - The Most Dangerous Bid’ah (and Its Effect on the Jihad in 

Sham).” Dabiq, no. 8 (September 2014): pp. 52–56.
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Session 13: Conclusion. 

 All the above. 
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